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An introduction to the Canonical Tradition of the Orthodox Church. "Professor Patsavos's approach

reflects the very essence and nature of the Canonical Tradition of the Orthodox Church; namely,

that the canons are of a spiritual and pastoral dimension, striving for the salvation of the souls of

God's people. This insightful book is accompanied by an index that classifies the Holy Canons for

easy reference. The quest for eternal salvation lies at the very heart of the Orthodox Canonical

Tradition. This book's chief aim is to elucidate the fundamentals of the Canonical Tradition by

raising the spirit of the law to the surface of our ecclesial consciousness and, by so doing, to

communicate the essence of a law which is written not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human

hearts (2 Cor 3:3). Archbishop Demetrios of America"
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Lewis J. Patsavos is Professor of Canon Law and Director of Field Education at Holy Cross Greek

Orthodox School of Theology, Brookline, MA. He is the author of &#x93;The Entry into the Clergy

during the First Five Centuries&#x94; (Athens); &#x93;Primacy and Conciliarity&#x94; (Holy Cross

Orthodox Press) and numerous articles.

A short, but insightful and well written book on the holy canons, Patsavos provides us with a picture

of the canons as they are supposed to be understood- in a spiritual and pastoral dimension. He

accomplishes this well and is a great book to read before going on to other works within the field of



Canon Law such as his wonderful book concerning the clergy titled "A Noble Task" and

Panteleimon Rodopoulos' book "An Overview of Orthodox Canon Law".
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